
Step by step… 
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given to David’s parents 55 years ago & to him personally this year in Pietermaritzberg, South 
Africa (from poem by Arthur Ritchie) 

Who – are we?  
David & Judi Owens, son Zachary (11) and daughter Justine (19) are moving to Africa! 
Tanzania to be exact… 
Judi and David first met in 1982 in an Alliance church in Sydney, Australia, while he 
was flying with Qantas. The early days saw us starting and pastoring an airline 
fellowship, which led to planting a Vineyard church that we led for 10yrs, then on to a 
Vineyard in Vancouver for 6 yrs and now missions in Africa.  
Strangely enough, it feels like a natural progression, just like it did when David went 
from supervisory flight attendant to pastor… 

Why – are we doing this?  
Isaiah 61 says it all – “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me..” The whole of 
chapter 61 so depicts how we feel about our call to Tanzania. 
In 1981, David (himself a missionary kid), deeply moved by God’s heart for justice and 
reconciliation, went forward at a conference, committing his life to overseas missions. 
A year later, Judi did the same. We were dating at the time but David was away. 
Unaware of David’s previous commitment, Judi thought this would mark the end of the 
relationship! 
Ever since, at each major juncture we’ve asked the question, “Is it now Lord?” 
Not until August 2007, during worship time in our national conference in Nova Scotia, 
did the answer come back, “Yes” followed by an unexpected question, “now where do 
you want to go?” 
A choice? Wow! We’d spent 25 significant years in pastoral work and ‘marketplace 
mission’, now the Lord was inviting us to move on into overseas work.  It didn’t take 
long for us to figure that our hearts were drawn to Africa. . But where…? 
 
 
 

Where –  The Lord’s led us to Arusha, Tanzania, referred to sometimes as the 
Geneva of Africa and Safari capital of the world, located near Mount Kilimanjaro 
between the Masai Steppe and the Serengeti.  



For all of its loveliness, Tanzania is ranked as the second poorest country in the 
world[1], where…  

! 70% of the population are under 20 mostly due to famine and HIV/AIDS  
! 25% die under the age of 5 
! 42% of the surviving children under 5 are physically stunted by malnutrition. 

  
Who with –  the Joshua Foundation (TJF), and African Enterprise1  whose 
goals are to: 

- raise and equip leaders (pastors and school teachers)  
- to teach the children (establishing schools around the nation) 
- impart skills to adults (management, mechanics, agriculture, carpentry and 

metalwork etc) 
- provide aid to the impoverished (medical, food, clothing).  
 

Partnering with other ministries, the long-term vision is to help raise up quality 
leadership in the nation. We are excited to see how TJF are  already effectively raising 
up African leaders, through their educational programs and further equipping/training 
of existing spiritual leaders. We’ll be joining a small international team of Africans, 
New Zealanders, Australians and North Americans. 
 

What we will be doing –  Training and equipping are at the heart of 
what we will be doing. Unless the next generation are “fathered” and equipped and 
current African leaders supported in this, there is little hope for change. Both African 
Enterprise and the Joshua Foundation are committed to this end.  
Joshua has established a school, pre-school, teachers training college, pastors 
degree course, skill based training in carpentry, metalwork, agriculture, animal 
husbandry and have started a business venture in transportation. There are lunch 
programs for school children and food and aid for famine victims.  

 

                                                 
1 joshuamissions.org  -  africanenterprise.com (Canada)  africanenterprise.org (USA) 

http://us.f366.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inbox&MsgId=3381_70908179_535792_1893_8821_0_54318_34586_1599648180&Idx=20&Search=&PRINT=1&ShowImages=&YY=75676&y5beta=yes&y5beta=yes&order=down&sort=date&pos=0#_ftn1
file://localhost/Users/judiowens/Desktop/joshuamissions.org
file://localhost/Users/judiowens/Desktop/africanenterprise.com
file://localhost/Users/judiowens/Desktop/africanenterprise.org


                                       
 
 
Judi will be working as personal assistant to 
the Director of TJF along with being involved 
in the area of agricultural research and 
development, helping families start their own 
gardens enabling them to feed themselves 
and generate income. 
David will be teaching and pastoring and 
equipping African leaders, with a heart to see 
church plants both established and well 

supported. He has also recently been appointed Associate Team Member with African 
Enterprise, linking urban churches in common initiatives and outreach. 
When – We are planning to leave Canada in September. 

Before jumping into the next saddle, we realize that we need some quality R&R, more 
to get recharged emotionally than anything. We are very tired. 
Judi sees it as a “champagne sorbet”, a palate cleanser between courses (not served 
at the restaurants we frequent!). We feel a need for some spiritual input, preparation 
as well as rest, as we transition into this new continent and dynamic.2

The full pastoral program in Arusha starts up again in February 2008 and we’ll be well 
settled in by then. 

                                                 
2 The Port Elizabeth Vineyard, South Africa, has a ministry to leaders in transition, providing  
rest and recovery. We’ll be with them for six to eight weeks prior to moving up to Arusha. 



 
 
How – In Tanzania the government does not allow whites to receive salary for a 
position that could be filled by a local,3 therefore most whites go to Tanzania either 
with a non-profit organization raising funds from their home country or with a multi-
national company. We will be going  on a religious workers visa through the Joshua 
Foundation, but need to raise our own support.  
As a result of selling our house, we have been able to cover the immediate costs of 
fares and shipping, but we are needing to raise support to live and serve there. 

 
 
 

The BIG Picture… 
We have felt for some time that Africa is strategic in God’s plan to draw the West back 
to Himself.  Peter Jenkins believes that history will show that, at this the beginning of 
the 21st century, the centre of Christendom has moved from the West to either Africa 
or South America.4  

As we give to her, she will give back more than we could ever imagine. 
We want, and feel invited, to serve this exciting agenda. The only way we can do so is 
as a team  – will you join us? 
We would like to invite you to ‘team’ with us through one or more of the following:  

o Praying and ‘visioning’  
o Encouragement through emails, news from home 
o Financial support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
3 This is also the best mission policy where possible. However, at present there is such a 
shortage of ‘trainers and equippers’ that we  need to keeping praying that God will raise 
workers for the harvest from the ‘West’, as well as from the harvest, which is our goal.   
 
4 Philip Jenkins - The Next Christendom – The Coming of Global Christianity  (2002)  



 

The practicalities… 

Our schedule… 
We’ll be spending the summer in Vancouver and environs to finalize our Canadian 
support, leaving early September for the UK (1 week) and Australia (3 weeks). We will 
then travel to South Africa where we’ll be spending some time resting and preparing 
for our work in Tanzania, expecting to arrive in Arusha early December.   
 
The Joshua Foundation missionaries in East Africa have told us that we should budget 
for the three5 of us as follows … 
1.)  Basic living costs per month (US$): 

Rent       $400 

Food       $300  

Base levies      $165 

Car fuel and average repairs    $150 

Travel expenses (AE & TJF)    TBA 

Permits & contingencies     $80 

 
2.) Initial set up costs include: 

Rough Terrain Vehicle6     $15,000 approx 

Shipping      $11,000                                                                                     

Fares (Canada/Australia/Africa)    $9,500 

Transition months (Sept-Nov in Sth Africa)  $600 pm  

Permaculture course & fares (Judi)   $1,500 

 
3.)  Other monthly expenses and budget items… 
Internet connection        $30  

for Zac’s schooling and general communication. 
 

Budget for furlough air fares       $375 (3x$125)   

returning every 2-3 years for rest, resourcing and reporting back to the home team.  

                                                 
5 Justine will be with us initially and will move to Uganda in the coming months.  
 
6 Less than 10 years old by Tanzanian law. 
 



Counting the cost… 

For the first time in our lives, Judi and I will both be without a salary… quite scary! 
However, the sale of our house in Vancouver has enabled us to make this move as 
well as pay for David’s flight training. 
God is so very present in this the biggest step of faith we’ve ever made. 
We would love you to join us in this , and you can in a number of ways…   
 
For mutual encouragement, please email or phone. Keep in mind that after June 30 
we will only be contactable by cell phone or email. 
David’s cell: 778.837.2460 
Judi’s cell:   778.837.2470 
 
For specific prayer needs so that you can pray  for us and us for you – please email 
judiowens@yahoo.ca or davidhowens1@yahoo.ca  
For info on the Joshua Foundation  joshuamissions.org    (you can see us under “future 
team members”). 
Click link for 11-minute video on the Joshua foundation:  
http://video.google.ca/videoplay?docid=-4330217007598860304&hl=en-CA 

If you would like to give financially, your gift would be tax deductible (see the 
attached form for details).  Easiest way is to fill it in online and send it as an 
attachment to the AE email address at the bottom. 
Thanks for all your love, support and prayers 
 
Our love and blessings to you, 
 

David & Judi 
 
July 2007 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:judiowens@yahoo.ca
mailto:davidhowens1@yahoo.ca
http://www.joshuamissions.org/
http://video.google.ca/videoplay?docid=-4330217007598860304&hl=en-CA


 
 
 

Support/ Partner form 

African Enterprise Canada 
 

                                       

                               FOUNDATION                                                                              

Donor Information (please print or type) 
Name  

Billing address  

City  

Province  

Postal Code  

E-Mail  

Pledge Information 
I  (we) pledge a total of $_______________ to be paid:   
____ now ____ monthly ____ quarterly ____ yearly. 

I (we) plan to make this contribution in the form of: 
____ cash ____ cheque ____ credit card ____ other. 

Credit card type  

Credit card number  

Expiration date  

Authorized signature & 
name on card 

 

Other Support Information 
I  (we) pledge prayer support:  

 

____ I (we) wish to receive a tax receipt. 

Signature(s) 

Date 

Please make cheques or other gifts payable to AE (see below) noting ‘Owens Support’: 
 

African Enterprise Canada African Enterprise USA,  
4509 W. 11th Avenue, Vancouver BC,  PO Box 727  
V6R 2M5, CANADA 128, East Palm Street, 

MONROVIA CA 91016 USA www.AfricanEnterprise.com
www.AfricanEnterprise.orgcontact: David Richardson  
contact: Marylou Herrera E-mail: AECanada@AfricanEnterprise.com

 

http://www.africanenterprise.com/
http://ca.f322.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=AECanada@AfricanEnterprise.com&YY=71658&y5beta=yes&y5beta=yes&order=down&sort=date&pos=0&view=a&head=b
http://www.africanenterprise.org/

